In the western portion of the North Pacific Ocean lying to the west of the Bonin Islands and to the east of Taiwan (Formosa) and the Ryukyu Islands, there is no meteorological station, and ships.
equipped with radiotelegraphic apparatus rarely come inside these limits. In consequence of this, no weather telegrams can be received from this part of the North Pacific Ocean where, however, typhoons very frequently appear before they visit China or Japan.
When the centre of a typhoon is still far out at sea, no indica tions of its existence are noticeable on the coast, but as it approaches the land, the wind shifts and the barometer begins to fall. In some cases there is sufficient time to issue warnings after such signs have appeared on the Weather-Chart, but there are some instances in which the velocity of the storm is so great that the existing first prognostic -the change of the wind-direction-becomes apparent only some ten hours before the arrival of the typhoon itself. Such belated informa tion is, consequently useless for the purpose of giving timely warningss to fishermen, navigators and others, and it, therefore, becomes a matter of the highest importance for Japanese weather forecasters to seek some reliable and earlier prognostic of a typhoon's approach, than that afforded by a change in the direction of the wind. With the instruments shown in the next photographs the auther is convinced of being able to obtain more accurate figures.
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